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blowing, as the broken end of the eastern pier at
Calais no longer affords sufficient protection. Nor is
this all; some fishermen tried to bring into port an

abandoned sailing-vessel, with the result that she was
wrecked on the broken stump of the eastern pier. In a
little while the wreck, beaten by heavy seas, snapped in
two, and one half of the ship rolled over into the harbour
entrance between the two jetties. The navigable space
remaining was so narrow that the service of the big Channel
steamers had to be abandoned altogether, no matter how
favourable the weather might be. Fortunately the wreck
has now been blown up with melinite, and the big ships are
once more carrying passengers across.
From all this it will be seen that when advising patients

how to cross, with the least possible exposure, the eleven
o’clock day route can alone be recommended, and this only
when there is no prospect of an easterly gale. For invalids
such restrictions are really very serious. So far as the hale
and strong aje concerned the dangerous condition of the
entrance of Calais Harbour need not be a matter of much
concern. There are no rocks near Calais, and apparently
the worst that can happen is that the ship might
be stranded upon the soft sands and the passengers
made to wait till the tide has gone down so as to
land over the ship’s side. Such an experience, however,
while only constituting an exciting adventure to a vigoroUt
traveller, might have very serious consequences for ar

invalid. It is therefore most urgent, not only from th
general point of view, but more especially with respect t(
the many thousand patients who are yearly sent towinte]
abroad, that the entrance of Calais Harbour should not bt
allowed to remain in its present condition.

Of course, the vast harbour works, on which so much labour
and money have been expended, include a new and better
entrance ; only this is the portion of the scheme which,
instead of being first taken in hand, has been left to
the very last. The eastern jetty is to be demolished
and a new jetty built in its stead. The entrance will
then be 430ft. instead of 328 ft. wide. But, what is more
important, the foundatiors of the new jetty will be per-
pendicular, with the wocdwork en the inner side of the
barbour. Ships will therefore be able to come up along side
of the jetty without the fear of grounding upon its founda-
tions. Further, the jetty, instead of running parallel with
the western jetty, will widen out like a sleeve, thus facilitating
the manoeuvres of ships entering. Of this new jetty the
foundations of the first half, that nearest to the shore, are
completed, and the upper or wooden part is finished for only
a quarter of the total length. For the remainder thirteen
metallic caissons have to be sunk under water in the sands,
which will then be filled with masonry and constitute the
foundations. Eight of these caissons are already in position ;
but the thirteenth, which is double the size of the others
and will serve as the foundation of the new pierhead, is by
far the most important and difficult to place. It has been

ready since last September ; but, as a fortnight’s fine
weather is necessary to sink it in the sand8, it has been
impossible, as yet, to attempt the operation, and a favour-
able opportunity is scarcely likely to occur before May or
June next.

Altogether, the new jetty will not be completed and the
foundations of the old jetty dug up and cleared away for
about another two years. Happily, so far as the running of
the larger steamers between Calais and Dover is concerned,
the completion of these works is not necessary. The
entrance to the harbour will be safe for the largest
Channel passenger steamers when protection from the
easterly winds and waves is secured by the construction
of the foundations of the new pierhead, and when the
entrance is widened by the removal of the foundations of
the old and broken pielhead. The remains of the old jetty
will then serve as an effective protection till the whole of the
new pier is constructed. It is thought that this much at least
of the works will be done by next autumn. Patients return-
ing to England next spring will have to suffer from existing
inconveniences, but no effort should be spared to secure a
safe entrance in all weathers into Calais Harbour for the big
steamers, who will convey patients travelling south at the
end of this year. By dealing with the two pierbeads, the
old and the new&mdash;removing the one, building the other-
this security can be ensured, and the work can easily be
done during the summer if sufficient energy and determina-
tion are displayed. The reputation and the material interests
of the town of Calais largely depend on the successful
fulfilment of this task.

MASON COLLEGE ANNUAL DINNER.

I THE annual dinner in commemoration of the founder oz
Mason College (who was born on Feb. 23rd, 1795) took place
on Saturday night, at the Great Western Hotel, Birmingham.
Professor Clifford Allbutt, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.S., Regia
Professor of Physic in the University of Cambridge, preside
over a large gathering, which included the Mayor (Alderman
Fallows), Sir Walter Foster, M P., Mr. Oliver Pembertori

(President of the College), Dr. J. Gibbs (Vice-President), and:
the other trustees ; the Principal (Dr. R. S. Heath), the Dean
(Dr. Windle), and the members of the College staff ; and
about forty medical men from Birmingham and the midlan&ugrave;
counties.
The loyal toasts having been honoured, "The Memory of

the Founder " was drunk in silence.
The Chairman, in proposing "The College," spoke of the

munificence of wealthy men who in the past had founded
such colleges as theirs, and, in alluding to Sir Josiah Mason,
said he considered him a very remarkable man, for the re8SO!:B

, that he not merely devoted large sums of money to very
I interesting and useful purposes, but in the development

of those schemes he followed the advice of others as

I well as his own opinion. He was not in any way
l wedded to the primary and original scheme upon which he
} founded the college, and he enlarged the scheme twice in the
life of the college after its original foundation. In the 6rsb
: instance, he understood that Sir Josiah Mason’s idea was that
3 the college should be limited to the giving of a rather narrow

technical education : that he thoueht. and thoueht Quite

lightly, that there was very great need for that kind oj
education in certain crafts. He, however, soon seemed to
recognise the advisability of putting into the work a spirit
of a broader kind, and consequently he developed the college
and brought it under the terms of a university college. He-
(the chairman) ventured to suggest, although to give degrees
was a matter of legitimate ambition, that they might call
Mason College a university college independently of it. The
giving of degrees was not really a definite mark of a:

university college ; it was, he thought, a secondary matter
entirely. He deprecated the idea of degrees being give>~
because of their commercial value, and said they should
only be regarded by their possessors as indicating a good an&egrave;B
useful training. He considered it rather an advantage that a,
college such as the Mason College and those of Yorkshire,
Lancashire, and Manchester, placed as they were, should
have begun as technical schools. It was sometimes said the
character of the teaching in a technical college must bs-

something baser than that which began in large and abstract
studies. But that was a point of view which was very mucb
weaker than formerly, one from which he absolutely dis-
sented, and one which those colleges in the provinces were
strong witnesses against. They could not teach anything in
general unless they began by teaching something in par-
ticular, and he did not think it mattered what they taught so
long as it was taught in a university spirit. Touching upon
the subject of degrees, the chairman deprecated their use as
advertisements, and said they merely signified two things.
They signified the grade of an interior function within the
university, and, therefore, were a matter of internal con-
venience ; and also indicated that the teaching in the school
where they were given was free, and so long as their students
had to be examined by somebody else their teaching was not.
free. To have to cut and dry a Birmingham examination
to please a London examiner, or a Liverpool examination
to please a Cambridge set of examiners, was fatal to,

anything like variety and freedom within the walls of those
colleges themselves. Therefore he hoped on their own behalf
most sincerely that the time would come when Mason College
would be able to give degrees, not because they wanted thena
for advertisement, but because they wanted to indicate the
kind of training to which their own people had been put.
They might place the work of a college of this kind in three
stages : first for adapting a man for the duties be bad to’

perform ; then to go on to a wider knowledge, to general
cultivation of the mind ; and, thirdly, the ideal that they
might pursue knowledge entirely for its own sake-what
Milton called ’for th contemplation of the sweet conntecance
of truth," and that be would call illumination. If they got
those three degrees, in fact, then he did not care much when
the time came for getting nominal degrees, except that it
would free them to give their teaching in the best way they
could.
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Principal Heath, in responding, observed that they owed a
great debt of gratitude to the universities, but the problem
they had to face in a busy city like Birmingham was different
toto G1E10 from that of the ancient universities. They were in
the middle of great industrial enterprise, and the training they
had to give had to bear relationship to that industry. The

quality of bread winning demanded a great deal more serious
attention from them than it did from the University of Oxford
or Cambridge. At the same time, they had had pointed out
to them how technical education was not inconsistent with
a liberal education, and how a lofty ideal and a high plane
of intelligence were necessary and also attainable, although
their training had to bear close relationship to the practical
is5ues of life. They had great cause for gratitude in having
received considerable sums during the year from generous
friends. In that respect the year had been a favourable con-
trastto many years that had preceded it. TheyhadreceivEd
this year no less a sum than n7,OOO The late Alderman
Avery left them by will f,2000, and just recently that
bad been supplemented by a gift of 2000 from the
executors of his estate. An endowment of 5000 for the
maintenance of the physical laboratory had also been anony-
mously contributed during the year. To endow the rew

department of education for elementary teachers Mr. George
Kenrick had conveyed to the council securities producing an
income of 200 a year. and that had been supplemented by a
further gift from Mr. George Dixon, M.P., of 1000 for the
same purpose. Lastly, Mr. John Corbett of Droitwich had
founded scholarships with a capital sum of 1000, to bear
his name. That was very encouraging, and it was to be

hoped that a tide had set in in their favour that would lead
them on to fortune.
Professor Windle also replied. He said that in Birmingham

they had nothing to complain of with respect to the clinical
field provided for the students. In addition to the General
and Qaeen’s Hospitals, at which the ordinary course of
instruction was followed, students were able to attend the
Fever Hospital and Lunatic Asylum, which were corporation
institutions, and also by the kindness of their staffs the Eye,
Orthopedic, and Ear and Throat Hospitals, at which they were
able to follow some of the more important special branches of
the profession. Nor had Birmingham anything to complain of
in the medical school. It provided at present more than
50 per cent. of the honorary and paid staffs of the hospitals,
a fact which was an eloquent vote of confidence in the
school on the part of the managers of those institutions.
The presence of medical students, moreover, at the hospitals
had a very important bearing on the prosperity, of those
institutions. He thought it was hardly recognised what a
difference it would make to the managers if there were no
medical students in the city, and if the work which they
gratuitously performed in the hospitals had to be carried out
by paid officers.
Professor Lapworth proposed "The City," to which the

Mayor responded.
Professor Barling gave the toast of "The Visitors."
Sir Walter Foster, M.P,, in response, spoke of the educa-

tional facilities of Birmingham, which bad been largely
brought about by the munificence of its citizens. He trusted
that the example set would be followed by others, for there
was nothing a man could do better than distribute his wealth
while he lived. He was glad to know that in Birmingham
one of its foremost citizens had founded an institution by
which a child could climb to the highest position of culture
and learning, and having that heritage the need for leaving
him piles of wealth wave taken away. Referring to the
medical school, from his position on the General Medical
Council he was able to say that the high standard of passes
fer which the Birmingham Medical School had always been
distinguished was maintained, and more than maintained.
Although no longer directly connected with the school he
was still deeply interested in its prosperity.
Mr. Oliver Pemberton, in submitting "The Chairman,"

sud in him they had one of the most brilliant examples of
the union of science with the practice of medicine.
Toe Chairman briefly replied, and the proceedings ter-

dicated.

AN APPEAL.

WE have received the following letter from Mr. Henry
Morris. It has reference to a sad case which we also desire
to ’tU’ge upon our readers as an exceedingly deserving one.
We have been able to be of some temporary service, but some

time must elapse before the bread-winner, struck down so

sadly while employed in charity, is in a condition, if ever.
to earn his living again, and during that time help is and
will be urgently needed. We desire to supplement Mr. Henry
Morris’s generous appeal.

I Sltts, -I hear that the merit of this case is known to
yourselves, but I desire to make it known also to the

profession through your columns.
11 Charles Bryan Townshend. L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S. Irel.,

aged forty-two, was until recently in practice in King’s-road,
Chelsea. The work was hard, the patients poor, and bad
debts prevented him from saving. His health requiring a
change from Chelsea he sold his practice as a going
concern of ;f:500 a year and with the proceeds of the
sale started in practice in Richmond-road, Kingston. In
April, 1891, in attending a poor woman - a gratuitous
patient-in her confinement he became inoculated with
syphilis on the forefinger of the right hand. He did rot
realise the nature of the sore, and had no general treatment
until he came under my charge in June, 1891. He then
underwent a prolonged specific treatment. Shortly after
Christmas last he became affected with spinal disease. For
this I recommended him to consult Dr. Buzzard, which he
did. Mr. Townshend is now seriously ill with complete para-
plegia. He is a married man, with six cbildren between
the ages of ten and eighteen years. He had formed
a nucleus of practice at Kingston, but by his present
illness, which quite incapacitates him, he and his

family are entirely deprived of any means of subsistence.
Neither Mr. Townshend nor his wife, who has also been in
very bad health, have any prospect of assistance from their
own immediate relatives, and for this reason I have decided
to appeal for him in his sad condition to his professional
brethren. Subscriptions will be received and duly acknow-
ledged by his brother, the Rev. Horace Townshend, M.A. Dub.
and Camb., Chaplain of Islington Wokhouse, 41, King
Henry’s-road, South Hampstead, and I am authorised by
Dr. Buzzard to say that be will start this list with a donation
of five guineas, and I shall be happy to give a similar sum
myself. "I aam, Sirs, yours faithfully,
"Cavendish-square." "HENRY MORRIS." HENRY MORRIS.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 6866 birtha
and 6014 deaths were registered during the week ending
Feb. 23rd. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had increased in the four preceding weeks from 18’7
to 26-7 per 1000, further rose last week to 29’6. In
London the rate was as high as 34’0 per 1000, while it
averaged 26 5 in the thirty-two provincial towns. The lowest
rates in these towns were 17-4 in Gateshead, 19-8 in Derby,
19’9 in Leicester, 20 3 in Oldham and 205 in Hull ; the

highest rates were 31’5 in Cardiff 34’0 in London, 35 2 in
Nottingham, 38 0 in Plymouth, and 46 in Liverpool. The
6014 deaths included 317 which were referred to the

principal zymotic diseases, against 312 and 315 in the two
preceding weeks ; of these, 94 resulted from whooping-cough,
70 from measles, 55 from diphtheria, 43 from diarrhoea, 33
from scarlet fever, 20 from "’fever " (principally enteric), and
2 from small-pox. The lowest death-rates from these diseases
were recorded in Leicester, Sunderland, Bristol, Swansea,
and Birkenhead ; and the highest rates in Norwich, Sheffield,
Burnley, Manchester, and Salford. The greatest mortality
from measles occurred in Bolton, Sheffield, and Gatesbead ;
from scarlet fever in Wolverhampton, Salford, and Rudders-
field ; and from whooping-cough in Norwich, Manchester,
and Burnley. The mortality from "fever" showed no
marked excess in any of the large towns. The 55 deaths
from diphtheria included 29 in London, 4 in Leeds, 3 in
West Ham, and 3 in Sheffield. One fatal case of small-pox
was registered in London and 1 in Derby, but not one in
any other of the thirty-three large towns. There were 75
cases of small-pox under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylum Hospitals and in the Higbgate Small-pox Hospital
on Saturday last, Feb. 23rd, against 51, 56, and 67 at the
end of the three preceding weeks ; 19 new cases were

admitted during the week, against 18 in each of the two

preceding weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients in the
Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in the London Fever Hos-
pital at the end of the week was 1658, against 1653, 1667, and


